CHAPTER III

"FRESH FROM INDIA"

Such were the early days of the Vedanta
movement in New York. Simplicity and
earnestness was the predominating note in those
days. The Society had rented a house in one of
the modest quarters of the city. Here Swami
Abhedananda lived, here he met his students
and held his classes. The parlour being rather
small, a hall was rented for his Sunday lectures.
The audiences gradually increased in number
and one after the other, large halls were neces-
sary.

The Sunday lectures appeared in print and
these, together with the different publications on
Vedanta, were offered for sale at the hall and at
the Vedanta headquarters.

The Swami became popular and his work
increased. He was a very busy man, lecturing,
holding classes, giving private instructions and
writing books on Vedanta. The Society flourish-
ed, the intellectual world was attracted. The
Swami was invited to speak before University
assemblies and to address different clubs and
societies. What had begun in a private, un-
ostentatious manner, developed into a public
movement. The Society was reorganised and
the headquarters removed to a better section of
the city. Different classes of students enlisted as